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INFORMATION L -ISCLOS U FE STATEMENT '''V i^J^ 

(SUP.MISSION AFTEF" FILING~lFf AN APPL ICAT I-JN /Vv , 
BUT BEF'jFF final REJECTION jR NOTICE OF ALL'jWANCE C y 
OR CONC'.IRRENTLY WITH A RULE z-: (d) CPA APPLICATION ' ' 
OF. WITH A RULE I. 114 FCE APPLICATION) UQ 



Assistant Corrjniss.i one r for Patents May I J, 2002. 

Washington, DC i0231 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §S 1.97 and 1.98, applicant (s) hereby 
submit (s) an Inf •: rma 1 1 on Dis-^lc-suro Statement fc-r ccinsidfi^r at i r^n 
by the Examiner. 



I . LIST OF PATENTS, PU BLICATIONS O P OTHER I NFOF;MATI ON 

The patents, publications, or "jther information submitte=:l 
for consideration by the Office are listed on the PTO-I449{s), 
attached hereto. 



II. COPIES (check at least one box) 

a. \7] Submitted herewith is a legible copy of ( i ) ea-:-n 
U . . and fore:: gn patent; (ii) each pu;jlication :-r 
that portion which •:'aused it tc> be listed; an'i 
(i:i.i.) all other information c^r that pc-itlon wni-i'h 
caused it to be listed. 



b. Some or all of the 'locuments listed on the PTC'- 

1 44 9 are not enclosed because they were cited in 
the International Search F'.eport and copies should 
already be in the PTC file. If copies are needed, 
p-lease contact the undersigned. 
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III. C ONCISE EXPLANATION OF THE RELEVANCE 
(check at least one box) 



a. [3 DOCUMENTS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

The attached patents, publicatic-ns , or other 
information in the English language do n-jt 
require a statement of relevancy. 

b. □ DOCUMENTS NOT IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

A concise exp-lanation of the relevance of ill 
p-atents, p'ublicat icns , or other inf c rmat ic-n 
listed that is not in the English language is as 
f C'l 1<:dws : 



Each of the foreign references have Eng^lich 
language abstracts at tached . 



□ ENGLISH LANGUAGE SEARCH REPORT 



An English Language version of the search re-pc^rt 
c-r action that indicates the degree of relevance 
found by the foreign office is attached, thereby 
satisfying the requirement for a concise 
explanation. See MPEF' 609(A)(3). 

d . □ OTHER 

The following additional information is provided 
for the Examiner's consideration. 
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FEES 



IV. 13 THIS IDS IS BEING FILED UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b): 
(check one box) 

a. Q within three months of the filing date of a 
national application (37 C.F.P. § 1 . 97 ; b ; ( 1 ) ) . Ud 

fee or statement is required. .;Thiis secti'jn is 
not to be used with RCE ' s and CPA's) . 

t' . within three months of the date of entry of the 

national stage as set forth in § 1.491 m an 
international application (37 C.F.P.. 

§ 1.97(b)(2)). No fee or statement is required. 

c. Q concurrently with the filing of a Continued 
Prosecution Applica ti'jn under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d) 
'ji concurrently with the filing of a Request f«: r 
C'l-ntinued Examination uncier 5 1.114 (37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b)(4)). No fee or statement is required. 

•:1 . □ before the mailing dare of a first Actic-n on the 
merits (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3)). No fee or 
statement is required. 

In the event that a first Office Actic^n c-n the 
merits has been issued, please consi.der this ITjS 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) and see the statement 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) t^elcw, or, if no 
statement has been made, charge our deposit 
account in the amount of $18 0.00 as required by 
37 C.F.R. § 1 . 17 (p) . 



V. □ THIS I D S IS BEING FILED UN DE R 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 (c) : 
(check one box) " 

before the mailing date of a Final Office Action under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.113 (See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c;(l)) or before the 
mailing date of a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.311 (See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(2)). 

a. []] No statement; therefore, a fee in the amount of 

$ 180.00 as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p;. 

or 

b. [J See the statement belc-w. No fee is required. 
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VI. STATEMEN T U NDER 37 : . E. P.. § 1 . 97 (e) (check only one box; 
The undersigned hereby stares that 

a. each item of m forma "lic^n cc-ntained in the IIjS was 
first cited in any communication frc-m a f-'j-reign 
Patent Office in a counterpart f<ireign 
application not mc>re than three months prior to 
the filing of this IIjS; oi 

b. [21 rici item of information contamc-d m the JDS wa.? 

cited in a cc=mmunica tion fr-jm a f-Meign taien: 
'jffice in a c-jun terp-ar t foreign app:l i ca t ion , and, 
z-j the knowledge of tne person signing tne 
::er t if icat i on after makin'-^ reasi^natl- inquiry, n 
item of IDS was known tc- any indivi-:iual 
designated m 31 C.F.R. S more tnan tnree 

m=inths pric'r t^:) the filir:q of the ID':'. 

c. Q Some of the items c-f mformatic-n were citea m a 

C'jrrimunicat ic'n from; a foreign Patent Office. As t :> 
this mf C'lmat : on , the undersigned states tnat 
each item of information contained in the IDS was 
cited in a communication from a foreign Patent 
fjffice in a counterpart f-jreign ap^'i icat ic^n noL 
mc're than three months prior to the filing of 
this II'S. As to the rem.aming inf c-rmati-on, the 
undersigned hereby states that no item of this 
remaining info-rmation c-jntained in the IDS was 
cited in a communication from a foreign Patent 
•Jffice in a counterpart foreign appl icat ic-n and, 
to the best of my knowledge after making 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 
designated m 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of this statement. 



VII. PAYMENT OF FEES (check one box) 

□ A check in the am<junt of ^ISC'.OiJ as required by 37 
C.F.R. § 1.17 (p) IS encl'jsed ro"r~"the above-i ienti f led 
fee. 

Q Please charge DepC'Sit Account LJo. 02-2 4 4 8 in the 
amount required by 37 C.F.R. § l,17(p) for the above- 
indicated fee. A triplicate copy of this paper is 
attached . 

No fee is required. 
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If the Examiner has any questions concerning this IDS, 
he/she is requesteid to contact the undersigned. If it is 
determined that this IDS has been filed under the wrong rule, 
the PTO is requested to consider this IDS under the proper rule 
and charge the appropriate fee to Deposit Account No. 02-24 48. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby auth-jrized in 
this, concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or 
credit any overpayment to Deposit Account Mo. 02-244S fc-r any 
additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under § 1.17; 
particularly, extension of time fees. 

Respectfully submi ttea, 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 

By ^_ 



Gerald M. Murphy, Jr., #28 , 977 
P.O. Box 74 7 

GMM/CAM/jeb Falls Church, VA 22040-0747 

17 52-015 5? (703) 205-8000 

Enclosures: [7] PTO-1449 

0 Documents 

Q E'oreign Search Report 

□ E'ee 

□ Other: 
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